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What’s the plan?

• Who am I?

• Why is interest-driven learning important?

• A continuum of interest-driven learning

• Facilitating interest-driven learning

• Planning for interest-driven learning

• Exploring resources for learning more

• Responding to submitted questions
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Who am I?
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Why is interest-

driven learning 

important?
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How do we differentiate for 

students who…

…are already pursuing a career path outside of CS?

…are required to attend and aren’t interested in CS?

…have a wide range of CS experience?

…have varying access to devices/internet at home?

…have various accessibility needs/accommodations?

…have variegated identities and interests?

…want to impact the world in ways we haven’t considered?
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A continuum of 

interest-driven 

learning
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https://www.pinterest.com/pin/295900637998602210/
http://www.92west.org/gallery-b-fremont-public-schools-elementary-schools-select-show/


https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/614389574144208218/


https://byam.chelmsfordschools.org/photo-gallery-byam-elementary-school-art-gallery-walk/


https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/essex/montclair/2017/05/16/glenfield-middle-school-showcase-students-work-during-art-walk/318501001/


Facilitating 

interest-driven 

learning
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Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Sequential 

design
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Rhizomatic 

design

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9b/Social_Network_Analysis_Visualization.png


Affinity 

Space 

characteristics

1 - Affinity spaces share a common endeavor

2 - Affinity spaces are not segregated by age

3 - Affinity spaces are not segregated by experience

4 - Affinity spaces encourage, but do not require, active participation

5 - Interaction transforms content within an affinity space

6 - Affinity spaces encourage both intensive + extensive knowledge

7 - Affinity spaces encourage individual + distributed knowledge

8 - Affinity spaces encourage dispersed knowledge

9 - Affinity spaces encourage and honor tacit knowledge

10 - Affinity spaces encourage a multitude of engagement

11 - Affinity spaces have multiple routes to status

12 - Leadership is porous and leaders are resources

• Affinity spaces podcast episode
• Affinity spaces chapter
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https://jaredoleary.com/csk8feed/89
https://jaredoleary.com/publications/affinity-spaces-and-music-education
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Room setups

https://youtu.be/CpuIzVabCIg
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Free lesson 

plans for 

interest-driven 

learning

https://bootuppd.org/teacher-resources/
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Wind River 

Reservation 

lesson plans for 

culturally-

relevant learning

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP97v9o3VYPAfM5fEXTkKTJjrDctvHjv0OYYtgSYxfs/edit?usp=sharing
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Student 

walkthroughs 

for rhizomatic 

learning

https://bootuppd.org/student-portal/
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An approach I

recently used

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ou9dA88a8MLV-SMq6Jte-XYuUgqD09qVcz62KihzCw/edit?usp=sharing


Friendly reminder to submit 

questions/comments
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Planning for 

interest-driven 

learning
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A resource for

administrators

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ou9dA88a8MLV-SMq6Jte-XYuUgqD09qVcz62KihzCw/edit?usp=sharing


• Crossdisciplinary

• Interdisciplinary

• Interdiscipline

• Integrated

• Metadisciplinary

• Multidisciplinary

• Pluridisciplinary

• Transdisciplinary
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Types of 

integration



Types of 

integration 

relationships

• Affective integration

• Co-equal integration

• Social integration

• Subservient integration
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• Curriculum as content or subject matter

• Curriculum as a program of planned activities

• Curriculum as intended learning outcomes

• Curriculum as cultural reproduction

• Curriculum as experience

• Curriculum as discrete tasks and concepts

• Curriculum as an agenda for social reconstruction

• Curriculum as currere
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Images of 

curriculum



• Intended curriculum

• Taught curriculum

• Experienced curriculum

• Hidden curriculum

• Tested curriculum

• Null curriculum
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Curricular 

venues



Integration miniseries (I’d listen in the following order)

1. The Subservient, Co-equal, Affective, and 

Social Integration Styles and Their Implications 

for [Computer Science]

2. Images of Curriculum

3. Contemporary Venues of Curriculum Inquiry

Music integration episodes

• Intersections of Popular Musicianship and 

Computer Science Practices

• Reconceptualizing “Music Making:” Music 

Technology and Freedom in the Age of 

Neoliberalism
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Some 

podcasts on 

integration

https://jaredoleary.com/csk8feed/123
https://jaredoleary.com/csk8feed/125
https://jaredoleary.com/csk8feed/126
https://jaredoleary.com/csk8feed/121
https://jaredoleary.com/csk8feed/134


Whose interests are being served and why?
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https://news.psu.edu/story/610440/2020/03/02/arts-and-entertainment/local-high-schoolers-keep-arts-alive-march-exhibit
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What this 

might look like

https://youtu.be/qQwFMsMxvpE


Final friendly reminder to 

submit questions/comments
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Exploring 

resources for 

learning more
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How to reach 

the resources

• www.JaredOLeary.com

• Presentations

• Interest-driven CS education?
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